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Transit through the distal quarter of the oesophagus
in young children

Michael CroNIN, Michael D. MANN and Sinclair WYNCHANK
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and Red Cross War Memorial Children’s Hospital

The transit time of 800 individual boluses through the distal quarter of the oesophagus was measured
in 33 scintigraphic oesophageal studies which had been selected as typifying normal swallows in
children. The results show that, in children, transit time through the distal quarter including the
lower oesophageal sphincter is normally less than 2 seconds and that transit tends to be slower
during the first 4 seconds after onset of swallowing.
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